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An Analysis on the Description of the History of
Exchanges between Goryeo and Mongolia in the

2009 Curriculum and High School Textbooks
"Korean History:

Jeon, Young-Joon*

The description by authorized textbooks currently used in middle and
high schools reflects actively the result of the coexistence of various
cultures away from the existing perspective of nationalism. In particular,
these textbooks state that the Goryeo dynasty developed through mutual
exchanges with neighboring countries such as the Song dynasty, the
Kitan, the Jurchen, the Yuan dynasty and Japan throughout the period.

This indicates the changes in the perspective on multicultural and
global citizen education and is well reflected in the context of ‘the
history of Korea in the history of the world” of the revised 7th
curriculum in 2007. The keynote was maintained in the revised 2009
curriculum (the general) and the revised 2011 curriculum (the
particular). However, it is pointed out that the guidelines on textbook
writing still insist on the description from the nationalist views and
show unconsciously the perception of “the excellent culture of the Song

dynasty and the low culture of northern peoples.”

* Prof. of Jeju National University.
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To overcome this, it is necessary to actively reflect the description
that grasps the goals of the history education according to the
curriculum and to ensure the neutrality of the description. Besides, it is
essential to improve the understanding of the historical lessons suggested
by historical facts in Korean history that was already developed, even if
the amount of textbooks increases to some extent.

Furthermore, there is a need to clearly point out that leading the
fixed history education without revising the writing guidelines according
to the changes of the times hinders the overall understanding of the fact
that the history and culture of the Goryeo dynasty were formed through

active exchange with many neighboring countries.

Key Words : History education, The revised 2009 curriculum, High School Textbooks "Korean Historyy,

Neutrality of the description, History of Exchanges between Goryeo and Mongolia.
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