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[Abstract]
Labor Changes in Capitalist Society

Lee, Sang-cheol
Professor, Dept. of Sociology, Cheju National Univ.

The purpose of this paper is to seek the characters and limits of work in capitalist
society. Firstly, it examines the meanings and views of work in history. Work has
changed from handicraft of guild system in medieval society to manufacturing and
great industry in capitalist society.

Taylorism was the most important character in the early 20th century. Then it has
developed to Fordism, neo-Fordism and post-Fordism. Production efficiency and
humanization of work has increased in post-Fordism. However, there is a certain limit
to promote democracy of work in post-Fordism too. Because profit motive is more
important than humanization of work. So, we need to seek alternative work systems to

achieve efficiency and democracy simultaneously.

Key words : changes of work, Taylorism, Fordism, neo-Fordism, post-Fordism, alternative
works
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