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Analysis of On—the-Scene Coverage of Jeju 4-3 by ‘Mainland Press’

IEE SO-JIN

Department of Journalism and Public Relations
General Graduate School
Jeju National University

Abstract

This study explores how mainland journalists perceived the Jeju April 3rd Massacre and
Uprising (Jeju 4-3) and conveyed it to readers by examining articles that were covered and
reported by mainland press upon observing the sites of Jeju 4-3. Subjects of the study include
12 press outlets that published Jeju reportages and 69 articles, released between late 1946 and
1950 and confirmed to have been covered using on-the-scene reporting method. Pre-1948
periods, before the outbreak of Jeju 4-3, were included as subjects of the study to conduct a
multilevel analysis on how views of mainland press outlets changed by exploring their views
on events that triggered and provided the background to Jeju 4-3. The study focuses mainly
on content analysis, and the results are as follows. First, only politically neutral or left-wing
newspapers visited Jeju for on-the-scene coverage between 1946 and 1947. Following the
outhreak of Jeju 4:-3 in 1948, various press outlets, regardless of their political inclination such
as left or right, sent correspondents to Jeju. This shows that Jeju 4-3 was addressed as an
important agenda by the mainland press. Second, it was difficult to identify any correlation
between the political inclinations of mainland press outlets and informants provided in the
articles. Both right- and left-wing press outlets referred to ‘authorities’ such as the military
and police as key informants. Third, many articles included content that did not match the
publishing press outlet’s political inclination. Some articles aligned with press outlets’ political
stances, but there were also articles that did not. For example, left-wing press outlets praised
punitive forces, and right-wing press outlets appealed for the protection of the residents. In

particular, left- and right-wing press outlets sometimes published articles with the same
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content. In conclusion, although the mainland press cannot be immune from criticism due to
their actions speaking for, even praising, the punitive actions of authorities during Jeju 4-3, it
has also been confirmed that journalists strived to convey the situation of mnnocent Jeju

civilians to mainland readers.

Key Words : Jeju, 4-3, mainland press, on—the-scene coverage, press release
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