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<Abstract>

A Study on Utterances Made by Foreign Characters in

Japanese Animation

Doyoung Lim

Department of Japanese Language and Literature
The Graduate School
Jeju National University

Abstract

The study analyzed the use of yakuwarigo (role language) in Gintama
and Steins,Gate 0, which feature a Chinese and an American character,
respectively, to indicate the characters nationality.

It was found that “ARU(7/)” was used in approximately 44% of the
total sentences uttered by the Chinese character in Gintama. The words
immediately preceding “ARU” were often nouns, which thus were not
conjugated. The meaning and usage of “command” and the final articles
“YO(z)” and “ZO(V)” were used in addition to “assertion” and
“question”, which have been noted in previous studies. Regarding
Steins'Gate (0, we noted the phonetic features of the characters
utterances used to indicate that the character was American, which

included pronunciations closer to the accent rhythm of English than to
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the mora rhythm of Japanese. It was also observed that consonants were
pronounced consecutively with consonants or syllables ending with a
consonant, similar to English pronunciation; diphthongs, which are
pronounced as long pure vowels in Japanese, were pronounced closer to
the original English pronunciation: and consonants /r/ were pronounced
as the post-alveolar approximant [1] in English, rather than as the flap
[r].

This study differs from previous studies on yakuwarigo, which were
based on the written language, by focusing on the spoken language of
the foreign characters in the anime series, and it is significance in that
it analyzes not only the grammatical but the phonetic features of
yakuwarigo that cannot be covered in the written language.

Since only one character per country was examined in this study,
however, it is unknown whether this study's results are applicable to
Chinese and American characters in other anime series. Hence, future
research should analyze utterances by characters from the same country
in other anime series. Furthermore, as the use of yakuwarigo by foreign
characters is likely to differ by country, a future study will review the
status of characters from countries other than China and the United

States.
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