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<Abstract>

A Study on Symbols and Expression in Painting

— Focusing on my painting -

Ju-Woo Park

Department of [Fine Arts]
The Graduate School

Jeju National University

One of the most interesting facts about painting 1s that a painting can
have whole new meanings and values through different interpretations.
Although based on the experience and the thought of the artist to show
a certain idea, painting leaves a space for the viewers to think and
interpret, and new concepts and values are made separated from the
original idea of the expressed subject. Symbols play an important role in
generating new values and emotions in this process. I, as an artist, felt
the need to apply the characteristics of symbols in my painting and
proceeded to do research the symbolic elements in painting in art history.
I researched the symbols in painting and the characteristics of
Symbolism as part of the thesis and to conclude. Symbols signify
abstract ideas and knowledge in specific forms in general, such as
emotions, in other words, invisible notions can be realized in specific
objects with symbols. Symbolism is the artistic movement in history
that intentionally used symbols in painting, and the artists associated
with Symbolism tried to visualize the invisible aspects of human
emotions, desires and dreams in a way to visualize the spiritual world
of human beings. These attempts helped for the artists go beyond the
limitations of painting giving them an autonomous power to paint, and

affecting the artists in the next generation.
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Second, I researched the artists who are associated to Symbolism
concerning the symbols in my painting. Marcel Duchamp created
progressive works that broke away from the then-main artistic stream.
To take the Ready-made as an example, it created new value and
symbols through the act of choosing an already existing object in the
market. This not only applies to the sculptural aspect of art but also the
subject in painting, and it is important that choosing what to paint and
make applies to all art-making process of modern art. Furthermore, the
flow of time in the works of Anya Gallaccio and that of Sam
Taylor-Wood symbolizes the invisible notions of time and lets us feel the
time indirectly. These two artists worked on installations and film—based
media to show the process of dying out of what they chose as a subject.
To apply this to painting, I can infer the process by suggesting the
result of a destroyed subject. On the other hand, the works by Damien
Hurst generally contain the symbols of death and eternity, and the way
he suggests the two contrary symbols simultaneously gives a sense of
irony and dilemma, rather than interpreting the work as it is. The
symbolic expressions of the researched artists allowed me a deeper
understanding of my works with the theoretical foundation and diverse
directions I could pursue in my painting.

Third, I analyzed my work based on the previous research. The symbols
I used for my panting have rich and new meanings. The worn
transportations with artificial lights, water, paint, nature, and animals 1mply
the ideas of ‘finiteness’, ‘irresistible force’, and ‘resistance to the irresistible
force’, and separated from my will, new meanings and symbols are being
made by the circumstances of the times in modern society.

Through the thesis, I found out that the symbols in paintings are not
the element for completion; they are a device open to diverse
interpretations of the works, thus enhancing the value of the painting.
The effort to understand and attempt to use these symbols will involve
more meanings beyond the image on the surface and serve as a

guideline for future paintings.
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