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[Abstract]

A Study on the Ancestral God Faith in Jeju Island

Jin—0k Ryu

Department of Interdisciplinary Postgraduate Program in Koreanology

GRADUATE SCHOOL JEJU NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

This thesis examines the 'Ancestral God Faith' in Jeju Island, focusing
on the correlation between Josangsin Bonpuri [Ancestral God Faith
Myths] and rituals. In addition, through the process of newly establishing
the connection with Dang’ Faith [the community guardian faith], it was
intended to newly define the meaning of 'Ancestral God Faith' within
Jeju-do shamanic faith. It is based on reflection on 'Ancestral God Faith'
Research, which has so far focused only on analysis of Josangsin
Bonpuri.

A new concept has been established for 'the ancestor' which is the
fundamental faith concept of 'Ancestral God Faith'. The 'Ancestral God
Faith' in Jeju Island also share the universality of 'ancestor worship'
passed down in various regions based on the unique view of the soul of
the Korean people. However, it is not limited to this, and as the concept
of 'ancestor' expands, it acquires multifaceted characteristics.

This special notion of ‘ancestors’ constitutes the deity of the 'Ancestral
God Faith' in Jeju Island, and the aspect of being divided into 'blood
ancestors', 'related-ancestors' and ‘innated-ancestors' was clarified. The

concept of 'ancestors', which is divided into three types, is consistently
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applied to Josangsin Bonpuri and rituals, and this content was confirmed
through the analysis of Josangsin Bonpuri belonging to individual types.
'‘Blood ancestors' are the ancestors of the family that are served through the
four generations ancestral rituals, which are universal ancestor rituals. The
ancestral god of the ‘blood ancestor’ type basically reveals the
characteristics of a livelihood guardian deity in Josangsin Bonpurl.
Through the interpretation of 'Gunungbonpan[the origin edition of
Gunung]', which had not been explained so far, it was explained that
'Gunungbonpan' was unraveling various livelihood guardian deity of the
type of ‘blood ancestor’. While revealing the same identity of the
ancestral rituals of Jeju Island and the 'Gunungbonpan', which share
various ancestral rituals, the origin of the 'Ancestral God Faith' in Jeju
Island, which was formed while accepting ancestor worship of the
mainland, was confirmed.

The ancestral god of the ‘related-ancestors’ type are ‘related’ ancestors
with a special relationship with ‘blood ancestors’. This type was formed
based on the notion of ‘vengeful spirit’ among the unique view of the
soul of the Korean people. It is common for a being became ‘vengeful
spirit” for various reasons, who is 'unqualified' as an ancestor to become
a soul of an ancestor who has 'qualified' through a special history and
sits as an ancestral god. This type forms Josangsin Bonpuri that reflects
the aspect of exchange with the mainland.

The ancestral god of the type of ‘innated-ancestors’ is an ancestor god
who sits in a seat based on the special philosophy of ‘Taewoodalinnated]’
in Jeju Island. It reflects the concept of natural faith and reveals the
aboriginality of Jeju Island. By applying the concepts of 'blood ancestors',
'related-ancestors' and ‘innated-ancestors', which divided the deity of
‘Ancestral God Faith’, to the division of Dangsin Bonpuri, an attempt was

made to reveal a new relationship between the ‘Ancestral God Faith’ and
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the 'Dangsin Faith'.

Until now, studies on shamanic faith in Jeju Island have not paid close
attention to the notion of faith in ‘ancestors’. For this reason, the notion
of ‘ancestors’ and ‘ancestor gods’, which are the aboriginality faith, was
reduced to the notion of faith at the individual or family level. As a
result, there has been a limitation in not being able to establish an
extended concept of the relationship between the ‘Ancestral God Faith’
and 'Dang’ Faith. The classification and analysis of new types of 'Dang’
Faith and Dangsin Bonpuri provide an opportunity for new exploration in
looking at the entire shamanic faith in Jeju Island.

Dangsin Bonpuri can be largely divided into 'the story of the gods' and
'the story of gods and humans'. Dangsin Bonpuri which is the
'‘encounter of gods and humans' took place, can be equally divided into
the three types of the Josangsin Bonpuri. Through this process, it was
confirmed that the ‘Ancestral God Faith’ and the 'Dangsin' Faith were a
branch of faith formed based on a same notion of faith. This direction
of analysis raises a new discussion on the entire shamanic faith in Jeju
Island.

Through this thesis, an intensive discussion on the rituals of 'Ancestral
God Faith' was conducted for the first time. The rituals of 'Ancestral
God Faith' have fluidity as their basic characteristic. It is not fixed to a
specific ceremony and is not fixed to a specific style. Regarding the
rituals of 'Ancestral God Faith', which are revealed in fluidity and
diverse styles, typification was attempted based on the components of
Jeju-Gut(the rituals of shamanic faith in Jeju Island).

The rituals of 'Ancestral God Faith' are divided into the types of
‘geoneligi[worship by oral way], ‘nolligilworship by song and dance]’,

‘pul-ilexorcism]’, ‘maj-i[individual complete ritual] and these types are

performed in various order in Jeju-Gut in a flexible way.
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This thesis attempted to examine the shamanic faith of Jeju Island
holistically in a single system by taking a new view of the ‘Ancestral God
Faith’ and the 'Dangsin' Faith with the same standard. In addition to
these central discussions, individual concepts surrounding the ‘Ancestral
God Faith’ that have not yet been clarified were pointed out together.
[lwol, Gunung, Jeseok, Gunungbonpan, etc. In addition, while
contemplating the subject of the transmission of faith, the role of the
believer and the master 'Simbang' was examined together.

By revealing that the origin of the ‘Ancestral God Faith’ in Jeju Island,
which has been studied with a special concept of faith, is derived from
the universal 'ancestral worship' of the Korean people, it was possible to
further reveal the specialness of the ‘Ancestral God Faith™ in Jeju Island.
In addition, a new clue to the formation of shamanic faith in Jeju Island
was obtained by revealing that the ‘Ancestral God Faith’® and the
'Dangsin' Faith, which had been studied as separate branches, were
formed from a same notion of 'ancestor’.

Above all, by starting a discussion on the rituals of the ‘Ancestral God
Faith’, it provided an opportunity to change the direction of research on

the ‘Ancestral God Faith’ as 'faith'.
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