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<Abstract>

Effect of Parenting Attitude Perceived by
Elementary School Students on Their Self-Esteem:

Focusing on Mediation Effect of Academic

Self-Efficacy

LI HUA

Major of Consultation and Psychology,

Graduate School of Education, Jeju National University

Professor Choi Bo Young

The study identified whether mediation effect varied depending on gender in
relation of parenting attitude perceived by elementary school students, self-esteem

and academic self efficacy. To this end, it came up with the following questions.

Q1. What is the mediation effect of academic self-efficacy on the effect of paternal child
rearing attitude perceived by elementary school students on self-esteem?
Q2. What is the mediation effect of academic self-efficacy on the effect of maternal child

rearing attitude perceived by elementary school students on self-esteem?
To verify the two questions, the study did purposive sampling on 400 4" and 5%

yvears at four elementary schools for ethnic Koreans in Yanji, Jilin, China and

surveyed them.
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It used parenting attitude scale, self-esteem scale and academic self-efficacy scale.
SPSS 18.0 program was used for the collected data. The study calculated Cronbach a
coefficient to verify the reliability of each scale and calculated Pearson’s correlation
coefficient to analyze the correlation among each variable. It also applied the
mediation effect verification procedure proposed by Baron & Kenny (1986) to see the
mediation effect of academic self-efficacy in the relation between parenting attitude

perceived by children and self-esteem.

The outcome of the study is as follows:

First, major variables showed that the correlation among parenting attitude
perceived by elementary school students, their self-esteem and academic self efficacy
was significant. The correlation among the variables in the boy group suggested that
the correlation between self-esteem and parenting attitude as well as the correlation
between self-esteem and academic self-efficacy was relatively higher than that of all
subject groups. In the mean time, the correlation among the variables in the girl
group Indicated that the correlation between self-esteem and parenting attitude as
well as the correlation between self-esteem and academic self-efficacy was all
statistically significant but somewhat lower than that of all subject groups.

Second, hierarchical regression analysis was performed to tell if parameter
conditions were met in the relation among academic self-efficacy, parenting attitude
perceived by boys and self-esteem. As a result, parenting attitude significantly
affected the self-esteem of boys. Although the academic self-efficacy was put as the
mediation variable for parenting attitude and self-esteem of boys, effect of parenting
attitude on self-esteem was statistically significant, showing no complete mediation
effect of academic self-efficacy. However, academic self-efficacy was found to have
partial mediation effect as the effect of parenting attitude somewhat declined.

Third, the study verified the mediation effect of academic self-efficacy in the
relation between parenting attitude perceived by girls and self-esteem. Above all,
analysis based on the procedure suggested by Baron & Kenny (1986) presented that
the girl group had complete mediation. Then, analysis using bootstrap suggested by

Preacher & Hayes (2004) was conducted to verify the complete mediation effect of
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academic self-efficacy again. The result stated that it was also statistically significant

and the girl group was found to have complete mediation.

In conclusion, the study confirmed that academic self-efficacy had mediation effect
in the relation between parenting attitude perceived by the boys and girls and
self-esteem. The effect of parenting attitude on the children’s self-esteem varied
depending on their gender. Therefore, this study was meaningful in that it provided a

basic material for parental education to help efficient parenting attitude and promoted

academic self-efficacy during primary education period.
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