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ABSTRACT

Study of Method of Instruction of Writing using
‘Writing by Turns’

Yoon, Ji-Hye

Major in Elementary Korean Language Education
Graduate School of Education, Jeju National University

Supervised by Prof. Jeon, Je-Eung

This study aims to propose ‘writing by turns’ as a method of cooperative
instruction of writing that would help middle grade students in elementary school
learn the processes of writing efficiently, link the situations of writing to various
topics and acquire the knowledge of content subjects.

‘Writing by turns’ refers to a writing strategy in which a group of members
reads and checks the contents of activities by turns in each writing process, each
plays a role of meta-cognition. Through ‘writing by turns,” learners would learn the
processes of writing, feel the necessity and efficacy of the use of meta-cognition
and maximize ‘checking’ that occurs in the processes of writing. This study devises
such a method of instruction of ‘writing by turns,” centering around the application
of content subjects and attempts to apply and instruct it for two writing situations
of ‘learning to write’ and ‘writing to learn.” By applying the writing strategy

students have learned in the Korean language curriculum to learning of content
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subjects, they can utilize the writing strategy actively, and there will be a
significant effect on the acquisition of knowledge in the content subjects.

Chapter II looks into collaborative writing comprehensively and sums up the
concept and necessity of ‘writing by turns.” Also, it finds the necessity of ‘writing
by turns’ broadly from three reasons, that is, the limitation of process-based writing,
the efficacy of collaborative writing and the necessity of writing in the content
subjects.

Chapter III designs ‘writing by turns’ applicable to content subjects based on the
contents into which Chapter II has looked and explores its model. As the basic
principles of instruction in order to increase the validity of this model, first, that of
the usefulness of iterative learning and second, that of harmonization, are
exemplified.

Chapter IV instructs ‘writing by turns,” applying to content subjects: Korean (B)
in the third and fourth grade cluster according to the 2009 revised curriculum and
Social Studies in the second semester of the third grade. It is actually applied to
one third-grade class of an elementary school located in the downtown Jeju. A
writing assignment on the same topic is suggested to another class, with which a
writing situation is prepared without any instruction of ‘writing by turns.” The
results are compared with each other.

Implications based on the results of this study in writing education are as
follows:

First, the students can recognize and participate in the processes of writing
pleasantly that through ‘writing by turns.” Especially, the middle grade students in
elementary school overcome their anxiety about writing regarding the formation of
contents and expected readers through the processes of writing together with the
members of the group and learn the processes of writing effectively through
repeated activities.

Second, the students overcome the formalization of the process and interaction,

which is pointed out as critical points of process-based writing, play a
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meta-cognitive role to each other and check each process of writing, so that a
writing situation in which they attach importance to ‘quality’ rather than ‘quantity’
is created.

Third, this study selects writing topics as the topics of learning in the content
subjects, expanding the writing section as ‘writing to learn.” It is found that instead
of simply memorizing knowledge in the curriculum to learn through the classes of
the content subjects, but recalling, arranging, organizing and expressing the
knowledge in writing helps them improve writing skills and the abilities of learning
the curriculum.

In spite of the importance of writing skills and the various learning functions of
writing, there is insufficient emphasis on it, so it is the time that continuous
improvement and research are necessary in terms of the improvement of writing
skills and the use of writing in the current curriculum.

Regarding the appropriateness or effectiveness of the ‘writing by turns’ developed
in this study, as it is necessary to  verify and supplement it through on-the-spot
application, it is suggested that a study will be conducted in the future, considering
the characteristics of each grade, subject and unit, and situations of learning

comprehensively.

Key words: Process-based writing, Collaborative writing, Integrated writing of

content subjects, Meta-cognition, checking
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