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<Abstract>

Study on light and color of impressionism landscapes

Ko, In ja
Western Painting
Graduate School of Fine Art, Jeju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Kim, Yong hwan

Impressionism, the initial modern art movement, started with the birth of
modern cities diverging from the traditional art creation method. Western
paintings appeared in a relatively short period of time between the
mid 19thtoearly 2()Lhcenturieswithimpressionism,thenconSecutivelywithpointilliSm,
expressionism,fauvism,cubism,andfuturism.

With the appearance of artists in these various schools, the common
characteristic of impressionism was declaring separation from the tradition
and focus on establishing their own visual language which is different from
the past methods.

This study covers the development of western landscape due to the various
transitions taken place with western art’s long tradition by starting with its
origin, and then looking into how it became an independent genre due to the
religious and historical changes.

In order for impressionism landscape to dawn, the great
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18thcer1turyBritiShlandscapepainters,SuchaS’I‘urnerandConStable,raisedlandscapeast
hemostprestigiousareaoftheromanticismtrend,influencingthefirstimpressionistsand
allowingthemtomoveoutside.

The French barbizon painters, such as Millet and Corot who led the genuine
development of
19thcenturylandscape,expressedunStintedpraiSeandloveforthenatureatFontainebleau
forestinParis.

With the invention of photography and birth of modern cities in the
mid 19thcentury,paintersShiftedtheirinteresttowardslandscapesandnature,andlandsc
apewasgenuinelyproducedbyimpressionists. Thisdevelopmentcanbedividedintothee
arlypaintersManetandMonet,andthelaterSeuratandGogh.

The early impressionists did not mix paint on the palette, but rather
composed the picture with primary color paint in order to portray the
changing light in nature. If traditional landscape expressed never-changing
nature, impressionism landscape expressed the characteristic of ever changing
sight seen in nature. The later neo impressionism, which was a new turning
point for impressionism, studied the effect of light and color on an object
more scientifically and emphasized the importance of the meaning of color by
composing the picture with innocent color points. But because they devoted
on the object’s outer appearance while focusing on the optic issue, this study
will look into how impressionism variously developed through later
impressionist Gogh, along with Seurat, who focused on the object’s inner
side.

This way, impressionists took light and color to newly describe nature and
objects in order to establish their own visual image, and formed new order of
beautiful western paintings. Also, they largely contributed to surface modern
cities and shining nature instead of the long traditional western paintings.
Furthermore, they provided the opportunity to conclude the path of western

art when it was on the crossroads of impressionists’ attempts and
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accomplishments in the sense that they set the direction for future artists to
think and work creatively.

As such, impressionism landscape set the basics of modernistic western
painting with the expansion of various expression areas by many artists who
used innovative techniques. Because of their work, the light and color in the
landscape developed in to various expressions, and due to the time and
thought spent by the impressionists in order to find new and fresh art, they
gave birth to new materials and techniques and consequently provided infinite
freedom for artists.

Through this study, the writer attempts to understand the progress and
modern footsteps of impressionism landscape in western art and take the

opportunity to expand new developments in sculpture expressions.

A thesis submitted to the Committee of Graduate School of Education,

Jeju National University in: partial | fulfillment- of the requirements for the

degree of Masters of Education in 2015. 02.
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