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<ABSTRACT>

A Study on the Plasticity of Jeju Tomb Stone
Statue

—Focused on Dong—-ja Stone—

Se—um Kang

Jeju Graduate School Department of Art, Major in Sculpture

Academic Advisor Prof. Bang—hee Kim

Jejudo is an island formed by volcanic eruption, and life in Jeju has
continued with poor environment due to inactive exchange with land. Life and
death shown by the lives of these Jeju residents have been strongly related
with stone culture. Stone statues which decorate tombs can be regarded as a
type of stone culture. This paper adopts Dong ja stone as the subject, and
has been analyzed intensively through previous literary research cases and
field study.

Jeju stone statues have been built with the formation of tombs which have
been influenced by Confucian in the Joseon Dynasty, in a shape different
from statues in land due to geological and natural environment conditions.
Among forms of funeral for the deceased, honorable tombstones are mainly
decorated using gravestone, Dong ja stone, Mun in stone, Mang ju stone,
and other various stone figures.

Dong ja stone is a stone produced as the form of a child, and in the
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formal aspect, it has an internal meaning of shamanist faith that protects
graves and various stone statues. In the functional aspect, it has been built
to achieve charm effect. And his thing which Dong ja stone have in his hand
potrays the inner side of folk religion to execute role as a patron saint or
messenger in order to provide a comfortable resting place in the afterworld
for the deceased. Up to date, Dong ja stone and his thing has still shown
Jeju tomb culture of shamanist and folk tendency.

Dong ja stone has been produced using Jeju stones like basalt, trachyte,
and lava stone. And it has the flaw of easily breaking due to softer texture
and less dense structure than land stones. Although Jeju stone is less
technical than land stones which are portrayed in detailed form, it expresses
omission, moderation and simplicityderived from such materials. which can be
regarded as a Jeju stone’s own characteristic.

Furthermore, the formative characteristic of Dong ja stone has expressivity.
Meaning or function of Dong ja stone can be known by observing the
stone’s facial expressions or his thing. And it is generally emphasized on the
upper body, leaving out expression of lower body part. In particular, the head
takes up a large part of the upper body, and the ratio of head and body can
be 3:1 or 2:1.

According to research results on Dong ja stone’s face, it has shown that
the more they have geometrical figures, the more it make us feel like a stiff
atmosphere by a simple intaglio method. On the other hand, it has shown
that the more they have shapes similar to human, that is less angled, the
more it generally make us feel like a soft atmosphere by a three—-dimensional
engraving in relief.

Material characteristics and formative expression of Dong ja stone did not
show distinct differences by region as Dolharbang does, but it can be
considered a characteristic of Dong ja stone to produce characteristically in

the method of omission, moderation and simplicity based on skillful
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technology of master craftsmen of the past.

Not only other Jeju stone statues in the middle of Jeju's various stone
culture, but also Dong ja stone is a precious legacy from ancestors and it is
important that preservation is well led by descendants. The reality of
smuggling cultural assets overseas and lack of recognition as cultural assets
1s a project that requires urgent systematic supplementary work. And it
would be needed to have a new understanding of Dong ja stone as a
cultural legacy which requires to be handled with care for all Jeju residents.
In addition, research has to be continued to rediscover and improve beauty
of a sculpture about Jeju stone statues. And there needs to be shed new light
on Dong Ja stone, which is being neglected by Jeju residents, in order to
discover its various images and be developed into modern sculpture like

Dolharbang.
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