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<Abstract>

Aspects of Sin and Ways to Salvation in "7The Scarlet Letter”

Jung-Mi Kim
(Supervised by Professor Jong-Min Byun)

Major in English Education, Graduate School of Education
Cheju National University

Jeju, Korea

The purpose of this thesis is to study the aspects of sin and the way to
salvation in The Scarlet Letter. Nathaniel Hawthorne was brought up in the
tradition of Puritanism, but he was critical the rigidity of the strict puritan
society. He always felt that the religious system of puritanism was hard, cold, and
confined. The spatial setting of his works is mainly New England, but he took
shame his calvinistic ancestors of New England. The central theme of most of his
stories is not sin as a theological problem, but rather the psychological effect of
sin on the lives of the early colonists.

In The Scarlet Letter, Hawthorne showed some different aspects of sin by the
use of three main characters, Hester Prynne, Arthur Dimmesdale, Roger
Chillingworth. Hester commits adultery, a sin of passion. Her revealed sin makes
her wear a scarlet letter "A" on her bosom and isolate herself from puritan
society. But she is kind to the poor, helps the sick, and comforts the afflicted.

Her unselfish life and good qualities purify her sins. She gets to moral growth

# A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education in February, 2007.
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and purifies a hypocritical puritan society.

Dimmesdale, the minister, couldn't confess his sins because of cowardice. His
social reputation and authority prevent him from confessing his sin in public.
Dimmesdale, the hypocrite, is filled with remorse, as he keeps reliving in his mind
his guilt. He suffers from remorse and hypocrisy. He has had penance enough but
has never had penitence. Finally, he makes a public confession and dies, believing
he has paid the price for his sin through his own suffering.

Roger Chillingworth, a miserable soul, conceals his own identity as Hester's
husband and devotes himself to revenge. He becomes a "fiend" as he pursues his
psychological revenge on Dimmesdale. He tortures Dimmesdale's soul and
violates the sanctity of a human heart. This cold, speculative, intellectual man
commits unpardonable sins which eventually destroy himself. Hawthorne describes
Chillingworth as black puritan, but he may be merciful even to the unpardonable
sinner, Chillingworth.

In conclusion, Hawthorne tried to explore the psychological influence of guilt
upon human beings. Hawthorne seems to tell us that humans can be saved from

sin through true repentance, forgiveness and love.
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