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<Abstract>

A Study on the Activation Method of Museum Education for the
Children
: Focusing on Children’s Education Program at Jeju National
Museum

Han, Ji-yoon

Major in History Education
Graduate School of Education, Jeju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Kim, Dong-jeon

Today, the museum has been changed from the ‘exhibition-oriented’
concept through its collections and exhibits to the concept of ‘experience’ and
‘education’ that would satisfy the five senses of visitors by direct touching
and feeling. In some developed countries, museum education has been a
widely accepted phenomenon and they have had about 100 years to do so;
however, it has been about 10 years to conduct museum education in Korea
focusing on some museums and art galleries and there have recently been
various educational programs from national, public and private museums and
art galleries.

Thanks to the 5-day work week, people have been more interested in the
utilization of weekend spare time and there has been a gradual increase in
the number of people who visited cultural art organizations such as museums
and art galleries, and their interest in education and cultural events operated
by museums and art galleries has been rapidly increasing.

In this regard, this study aimed at emphasizing the importance of museum

education for children that could enhance their critical thinking ability, visual

* A thesis is submitted to the Committee of Graduate School of Education, Jeju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education in
February 2007.
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& cognitive ability, and their understanding on our history and culture among
the educational programs of museums that have been held for various classes
of people. Through the educational ideology appropriate to museums and art
galleries and the operation of professional educational department, this study
investigated the examples of domestic and international cases that activated
children’s education and attempted to use their results as the data for
establishing the development direction and activation methods of children’s
educational programs in Jeju National Museum and the archeological &
historical museums in Jeju area.

Based on the results above, the methods of activating children’s educational

programs in Jeju National Museum were suggested as in the following.

First, for Jeju National Museum that has currently the dualistic department
structure with management division and curatorial office, it would be urgent
to arrange an additional education department and build up an appropriate
educational system through the allocation of professional staff educators for
museum education for the development and operation of systematic
educational programs.

Second, the current children’s educational program of Jeju National Museum
has been operated in a relatively limited way due to the absence of
professional staff as mentioned above. On the other hand, the educational
programs of museums and art galleries in other areas have been very diverse
and consistently developed and the attempt to settle various educational
programs has been made and the situations have been somewhat different
from Jeju area. In order to narrow such differences and provide more children
with the opportunities to understand and learn history and culture through
museums, various educational programs for children should be developed and
distributed such as the integrated appreciation program utilizing museum’s
collection and exhibit, school-linked program, web—based educational program,
educational program linked with professional education research center and
special exhibition, educational program for alienated class, etc.

Third, Jeju National Museum should be the center for developing regional
culture and needs to exchange educational information through organic
networks with culture-based facilities such as museums, art galleries, schools

and libraries in Jeju; in doing so, it should find out methods to enhance the
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opportunities to provide educational programs with various themes and forms
for more people in Jeju.

Fourth, it would be necessary to develop a training program that could
educate lecturers with teaching & learning ability appropriate to children. The
museum should play a main role in the operation of educational programs
other than the educators who are supposed to develop educational programs
and it would be also important to build up the database that could manage
them systematically.

Fifth, it would be important to ensure the space for professional education
that could gradually expand exhibitions and space for children and
accommodate educations with various classes such as adolescents, adults and
the elderly as well as children to comply with visitors’ various demands. In
order to conduct this, it would be urgently necessary to make efforts such as
ensuring the appropriate accommodation for social education centers that have
been established along with national museums and conducting a feasibility
study.

This study suggested several methods to activate educational programs for
children in Jeju National Museum through domestic and international cases as
above. It 1is expected that the suggested methods will be reflected
appropriately to the development of educations for children in Jeju National

Museum and its application process in the future.
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