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Summary

A Study on the Descriptive Aspects

of Korean Modern Literary History

by Yang Young-gill

This thesis i1s a study on the descriptive aspects of Korean
modern literary history. There are a lot of books describing Korean
literary history, ranging from “The Literary History of the Chosun
Era”, written by An Hwak in 1922, to that of today. But, there are
few studies on methods describing Korean literary history. The
methodology of describing literary history has not been variously
discussed so far. Korean history during the Japanese rule was sunk
into the logic of historical studies of Japanese colonialism. Historians
could not help avoiding one-sidedness, distortion, and reduction in
describing Korean modern literary history with divided ideology.
Accordingly, the academic basis of its methodology was not
systematically deployed and couldn’t help but stay sporadic.

Therefore, we now need to transform the fixed frame of the
recognition bound by restrictions and reframe it freely so as to
recover the liveliness of its methodology. If this work is done well,
it is clear that the historical aspects of Korean modern literary
history will be different. Accordingly, the present writer presented
its problems and methods of settlement. After studying its
characteristics and theories we can see "the descriptive aspects of
the Korean modern literary history”. The content is as follows:

(1) A discussion on the literary history of the unification of North
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and South Korea has been briskly conducted in the 1990’s. This is
due to D the release of the works of writers who crossed over into
North Korea and the deceased writers from North Korea in 1988, @
the release of the works of some writers in North Korea in early
1990’s who lived in the era of Japanese imperialism, @ the partial
opening of Korean literature and @ the change of the historical
aspects of Korean modern literature because many literary studies
on professional literature, the North Korean literature, the fraternal
literature abroad, and etc. have been accumulated and widened in
accordance with the normalization of diplomatic relations with China,
Russia, and the independent countries from the USSR.

(2) The debates on the descriptive methods of Korean modern
history had been divided into O the theoretical approach and
descriptive methodology, (@ the modernity and the starting point
theory of modernity and () the division theory of the times.
However most of them were personal opinions or quite incomplete
ones, and there have been few systematic theses and reports on
methodology so far.

(3) The steps of the descriptive methods of Korean modern
literary history are divided into four steps in this thesis, as follows :
the 1st step is the from 1922 through 1972, the 2nd step is 1973
through 1981, the 3rd step is from 1982 through 1987, the 4th step
1s from 1988 to the present time.

(4) The recognition on the modernity : The present writer
suggested that we should find out the amplified logic that the
race who has developed independent racialism is taking charge of
the modern literary history and that our indoor and outdoor

situations which have developed racial consciousness is the
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background of modern literary history,; and that we should
recognize it in the changing situation of the paradigm which is
made up of nationalism.

(5) The starting point theory of modernity : The discussions prior
to the claims that they should go back to the period of the King
Young-cho and Jung-cho Dynasty were simpler than the ones based
on systematic logic. After retrospective claims to the period of the
Young - Jung Dynasty, many different kinds of starting point
theories appeared, but they are not yet better in the way of logic
than the original claims.

(6) The problems of starting point of modernity : The existing
starting point claims have limitations as follows: Kapokyungchang
has a limitation in the discontinuous & involuntary recognition of
Korean modern literature; the. original theory of Young-cho in the
Jung-cho Dynasty being incapable of replacing the paradigm;
Donhak’s foundation and the opening of harbors to foreign countries
in Korea by not overcoming the logic of the original theory of
Young-cho in the Jung-cho Dynasty; lastly the 3.1 independent
movement due to problems called the era of performance and at this
point the Korean racial identity was highly damaged.

(7) The present writer introduced ‘the conception of nation’ and
‘the conception of essence’, and set up the period from the first year
of the republic of Korea to the year of liberation from Japanese
control over Korea as a modern period of time. A variety of
activities such as journalism, publishing, literary societies, education,
and Korean literature were produced in this period of time. And
they took charge of the role of the background for Korean modern

literary history. The descriptive literature, like historical novels,
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biographical novels, discussion novels and poetical literature
(patriotic songs) were enlightening. Songs came out at that time.
And here literary societies were approaching the replacement of
paradigm forming a modernized appearance.

(8) The problem of willingness and unwillingness : This was the
most important problem in the historical aspects of Korean modern
literary history. They perceived it unwillingly in the first step of
literary history, but in the second step they got it over and
perceived it autonomously.

(9) Problems with continuity and discontinuity : These are the
questions about whether the process of Korean modern literary
history was begun anew, regardless of the literary tradition in
previous periods. The description of the literary history by the
former belongs to the first step of literary, history. And they tried to
get over the discontinuity in the second step which was found in
“The Korean General Literary History” written by Cho Dong-il.

(10) The problems of 'idealism and activism : Idealism means that
the spiritual or psychological point is emphasized in prescribing
Korean literary history; Activism means all the behaviors human
beings do to transform their own social environment in literary
history. Even though these problems have been recognized only by
activism as utilitarian usefulness, they came to be recognized by the
two (activism and idealism) separately with the birth of idealism
after the 3.1 movement. Kim Te-jun and Lim Hwa described the
literary history based on utilitarian usefulness, which was based on
materialism. Back Chul and Park Young-hee described it on the
basis of activism which was concentrated on proletarian literature.

However, most literary histories in the first step were described on
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the ideal which advocated pure literature and tried to keep away
from activism. After the 2nd and 3rd steps, Kim Yun-shik, Kim
Hyun and Cho Dong-il introduced a social method. The activism
was reflected finally in the 4th step of literary history.

(11) Problems of ‘objectivity and subjectivity’ : Lim Hwa, Cho
Yun-hyun, Cho Dong-il and etc. described the literary history with
objective recognition. But, Lee Je-sun and Kim Yong-jik described
it with a method of subjective recognition. There were some
problems in the objective recognition that had no unfairness of
judgement and were not able to be explained in several ways. And
there were some limitations not only in the description of literary
history written on the basis of subjective recognition;, but also in
the identity of literary historians and the conception of a problem of
not being developed .in a. historical view.

(12) Problems of ‘monism and dualism’ : The appearance of
dualistic recognition started from the times of the Japanese
occupancy over Korea. At that time they brought pressure on the
monistic recognition and tried to efface freedom of thought. The
historical literary facts based on dualistic recognition are as follows:
the literary theory of the art—for—art principle, the humanism theory,
the modernism theory, the pure literary theory, etc. Cho Yun—hyun
is the most important person who described the literary history by
this method. The writers who described the literary history by the
method of monistic recognition were Kim Te-jun, Lim Hwa, Lee
Myung-sun, Kim Yun-shik, Kim Hyun, Lee Je-sun, Cho Dong-il,
Kim Je-yong and three other literary historians.

(13) Problems in ‘cause and effect, and teleology’ : In the case of

the ‘cause and effect’ perception, Kim Hyun presented it as the
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interrelationship of the literary accumulation, and Cho Dong-il
presented it as era, class, division, etc. In the case of a ‘teleology’
perception, it was developed as an ‘effectiveness’ theory and it was
shown as behaviorism, class consciousness, leadership, historic view
of development, and the effects on the society, and the ages &
history.

(14) The method by the division of eras : the standard of dividing
eras should be able to enlarge a certain connected ring for finding
continuity in discontinuity. And the outline of concrete literary
history should be set up systematically in the method of naming the
era. To solve those problems, the writer suggested that we should
present the peculiarity of the literary history through the following:
the collective memory which was the background of Korean literary
social change, the view that follows propositions and explains that a
characteristic in the literary history should be able to be shown in
them ; the interrelationship between social alteration, social
continuity and change; the long-term structure of literary history
and its cycle; the in—depth historical view ; the essential conception
and the recognition for interrelationship between the upper class
division and the lower class division.

(15) The method of the conception of history : @O In describing
Korean modern literary history, the positive description was reflected
to the literary history by Lim Hwa, Back Chul and Cho Yun-hyun
who belonged to the 1st step of literary history, The description of
‘the history of mentalities’ was introduced by Cho Yun-che and Lee
Je—sun; and the sociological description was adopted by Kim Hyun,
Kim Yun-shik, Lee Je-sun, Kim Yong-jik, Cho Dong-il, Kim

Je-vong and the other writers. @ It is said as follows: the positive
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description was used to compare and explain Korean literature by
colonial viewpoints; the method of history of mentalities tried to get
over the positive description and adopted the new racialism; and the
sociological method might be the servant of the ideology. @ The
writer manifested that the method was too objective, the method of
history of mentalities was too subjective and the sociological method
was too general.

(16) Problems and solutions for the descriptive aspect on Korean
modern literary history problems: The problems are as follows : @
The lack of systematic arguments on descriptive methodology of
literary history. @ The descriptive aspects made Korean Modern
literary history lose its methodological liveliness and made the
historical aspects of Korean modern literary history poor. @ The
discussion about pro-Japanese literature and the position of resistant
literature. @ The lack of recognition for the background of Korean
modern literary history and literati. @ Not being able to reflect
enough the characteristics of Korean modern literary history into
Korean modernity. ® Being inclined toward logic exclusively in the
description of Korean literary history. @ The surface and
short-term aspects leaning to the narrative and instructive
description. The description of the literary history centered on the
elite and the literary circles in the metropolis. @ These days the
description of modern literary history has been more or less
unskillful. So as to clear up these difficult problems, we need ‘the
literary history centered on hypothesis’ which helps overcome the
error and bias concentrated on ‘fact and historical evidence’. And it
is necessary for us to describe ‘the history of local literature’ and

‘the history of popular literature’ free from the description of the
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literary history centered on the elite and the literary circles in the
metropolis.

As the result the present writer thinks that the methods on the
description of Korean modern literary history should be now
discussed in more activated ways. This means that we should try
to find a new methodology to solve the problems we have had with
‘national’ problems. To do this, we have to completely change our
mind to brake and alter the old methodology. And we surely need

to develope several kinds of new methodology.
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