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ABSTRACT

Comparative Study on Vernacular Textbooks of

Korean and French Elementary Schools

Koh, Eu Sook

Major in Elementary Korean Education
Graduate School of Education

Cheju National University

Supervised by Professor Lee, Joo Seop

This research has its significance in analyzing and searching out the points of
issue for the elementary 1st grade vernacular text books of Korea and France
by comparing the methods of composition and development centered on the
structure of the chapters.

For this, understanding and comparing the issuance and distribution system
as well as the fundamental conditions of the text books, the systemic factors
influencing the organization of the chapters and development of the text books,
should be foremost. Along with a systemic comprehension, a composition
formation of vernacular text books showing differences between those two
countries is planned to be studied before comparing the chapter composition
systems.

In comparing the chapter composition systems, how well the function of text

_56_

@ jeju



books and requirements of the vernacular text books are reflected will be
specifically studied as well as basic chapter composition and development
methods by chapter composition factors. Moreover, basic literacy education is
considered as the evidence for comparison analysis among the many evidences
available for comparison.

Comparison objectives were studied limited to 1st grade Korean text books
(Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing) published by the New Curriculum
and < Justine mes amis> text book of France's Belin Publishing while literary
studies based on comparison analysis study were processed.

As a result of the comparison—analysis the 1st grade vernacular text books of
Korea and France based on differences of the two countries’ linguistic-cultural
environments, it was possible to obtain the following issue points required for
the development textbooks in Korea.

First, when founded on the fact that the developmental specialties of
elementary 1st graders have ‘integration’ as their basis, integrating and
developing vernacular textbooks are more desirable. In the case of France, the
curriculum is composed on a term basis while even the composition of the
curriculum 1is directed toward integration with Kkindergarten courses and by
terms while it was also seen that the contents of speaking, listening, reading,
and writing are integrated and utilized in actual education courses.

In reality, the necessity of integration by areas in Korean textbooks has been
continuously suggested during every revision period of the Curriculum.
Integration by area includes the possibility of being able to continue on to the
integration of textbooks.

Second, the main contents of the 1st elementary grade vernacular text books
should be developed toward the direction of expanding basic literacy more. In
the revised Curriculum, the weight of basic literacy was added and composed in

order to solve the insufficiency —suggested as the problem in the 7th National
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Curriculum. However, the education contents in the curriculum seem to require
more fortification with its time and content. It is because the foundation which
allows writing and words to become more abundant in the lives of children are
formed essentially during the elementary 1st grade.

Third, when looking at the contents of French textbooks, literary works of
their own country are utilized as the basic texts of the textbooks. Utilizing
1literary works that reveal well the specialties of their own language as the
text of textbooks will be the most important foundation of vernacular education.
It can be seen that the 1st elementary grade of the revised curriculum put a
greater deal of effort in selecting texts than other times. When literary works
assure better quality and quantity in textbooks, the contents of textbook are
expected to develop.

Fourth, the composition and publication system of textbooks should be
gradually expanded into a government-authorized and freely-issued system. The
government—issue system with a government monopoly has been pointed out to
have more disadvantages than advantages. Textbooks with diverse methods and

views will be the basis that allows a greater proliferation of the curriculum.

Key Word: Vernacular Textbook, Vernacular, Comparison, Korea, France,
Integration, Chapter Composition, Basic Literacy, Composition and Publication of

Textbooks
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