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ABSTRACT

A Comparative Analysis on the Native Language

Textbooks used in Korea and the United States
Yang, Eun Su

Major in Elementary Korean Education
Graduate School of Education
Cheju National University

Supervised by Professor Lee, Joo Seop

This study, focusing on grade 1 textbooks, comparatively analyzed the
Korean textbooks and English textbooks used in Korea and the U.S. to gain
the implications on the revision of Korean textbooks. Since the Korean
textbooks are in the gradual revision process in step with the 2007 Revised
Korean Curriculum, the study selected only one single Korean textbook that
i1s used during the first semester of grade 1, and selected an English
textbook "TLITERACY PLACE; published by Scholastic in the U.S. for the
comparison with the Korean textbook.

Looking into the detail discussions in this study, chapter II contains the
theoretical study on the background of the research, and intended to
establish the concept and functions of a textbook in verse 1. In verse 2, the
study inquired into the chapter structure of the Korean textbook. As for the
basic literacy, the basic function of literacy and the characteristics in the

teaching method in early Korean literacy education were discussed. A
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comparative analysis between the textbooks in Korea and the U.S. is
explained in chapter II. First of all, the study looked into the textbook
publications and establishers that have influence on developing and revising
textbooks, Korea adopted government authorization system and the textbooks
were provided free of charge. On the other hand, the U.S. system is based
on the private authorization system and the textbooks were rented to the
students. In verse 2, the structures of textbooks were compared and Korea
sectioned the textbook to [Listening and Speaking; , FfReadingy , and
FWriting; , and in the U.S., based on the main textbook containing the
functions and field of language, the workbooks for supplementary use are
established together. In chapter 3, the chapter structures of each textbook
are compared and the chapter structures are divided into the chapter
structure, the chapter development method and the elements in chapters. The
Korean textbook has the objective-oriented structure by structuring the
chapters in accordance with the study objectives while the U.S. textbook
has the topic-based structure. The Korean textbook systemized the entire
development process through comprehension study and applications, and it is
supported by many well-designed supplementary devices. The main body of
U.S. textbook consists of various texts focusing on literary works, and
focuses on teaching practical languages through the project and mentor
learning. In verse 4, a comparative analysis on the features of basic literacy
education appeared on the grade 1 textbook was carried out. Although both
countries adopted the balanced teaching method, the Korean textbook
allocates the volume of basic literacy study for only one month while the
U.S. textbook i1s accompanied by the supplementary work book that is
designed for 1 year length basic literacy education.

From the results of the comparative analysis on the Korean and the U.S.
textbooks, the study could derive following implications for the future

direction of Korean textbooks. First, as for the publication system, it is
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necessary to transfer to the qualification and permission system. Second,
there should be a discussion on the unification of Korean textbook. Third, a
complement to the existing objective—oriented chapter structure should be
considered. Fourth, there should be provided an opportunity to accommodate
various texts sufficiently. Fifth, it is necessary to have enough chance and
time to study for basic literacy education.

Since Korea and the U.S. are using different language based on different
cultures, it is hard to say which is better. However, based on the strengths
in Korean textbooks, there should be an effort to complement the
implications found in the U.S. textbook so that there should be a continuous

qualitative improvement.

Keywords : The U.S. Textbook, Chapter Structure, Basic Literacy
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