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(Summary]

A Study on Re-Socialization Education for North Korean

Adolescent Defectors: in case of elementary school

Hwang Eun Shil

National Ethics Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju University

Supervised by Professor Ko Seong Jun

The young North Korean defectors are increasing with the rapid
growth of the defector population. They should adjust themselves to
school in the South, and should acquire how to lead a life in the new
society. However, it’s not easy for them to do it, and they actually
encounter a lot of difficulties, and there is a need to devise a new type
of education to speed up their re-socialization for successful school
adjustment.

The purpose of this study was, accordingly, to examine the status of
the North Korean defector youth, the realities of their school
maladjustment, and its cause. Before making any attempts to explore a
proper educational method, the Unified Germany case was studied to
learn a good lesson. And then the basic directions and ideological
guidelines for re-socialization education were determined on a long-term
basis as part of efforts to prepare for national unification: national
identity education, democratic citizenship education, peace education and
national community education. And a practical, sequential approach to

re-socialization education for elementary school students was presented.

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

in the partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education in August, 2001.
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The sequential approach consisted of three stages: operation of special
defector class, activities combined with South Korean students, and
integration of defector students into regular class. And finally, a feasible
education program for special defector class was designed.

The way to accelerate the adjustment of the North Korean defector
students to elementary school could be summarized as follows: first,
special class should be created to back up the smooth school
adjustment of defector students and help them have the basic ability to
learn in regular class.

Second, the sudden transfer to regular class might possibly cause
another maladjustment because of the change of learning environment.
Defector students should have a chance to join regular class students to
experience social relations and regular class activities in advance and to
develop their own sociability.

Third, in order to make their school adjustment more successful, it
seems effective to prepare a special, separate curriculum for defector

student class.
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