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<Abstract>

Information Retrieval Strategies
according to Personalities and Cognitive pattens

in Elementary School Students’

Yun, Mi-So

Computer Education Major

Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Supervised by Professor Kim, Han-Il

The popularization of the Internet brought about easy access
to a huge amount of information, yet it is hardly easy for one to
find information in need. Therefore, information users must have
information retrieval abilities to gather, analyze and utilize data
in efficient ways. Information navigators exercise different
information retrieval strategies as diverse as the number of
searchers, and consequently retrieval results also significantly vary
according to retriever.

This study observed elementary school students’ information

retrieval activities and analyzed their information retrieval

#* A thesis submitted to the Committee of Graduate 1School of Education, Cheju
National University in fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master

of in August, 2003.
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strategies and differences in retrieval results according to personal
characteristics. Based on the analysis, this study proposed an
educational plan to improve students’ ability of information
retrieval and the efficiency of information retrieval systems.

Through MMTIC, GFFT and MFFT, which were conducted to
distinguish personal characteristics, personalities and cognitive
patterns, this study classified subject students into groups of
sensitive-intuitive  types, of discreet-impulsive types, and
field-independent and field-dependent types. Processes, through
which they solved problems using search engines, and results
from the processes were compared and analyzed in terms of six
retrieving process variables.

From the comparative analysis were drawn the following two
conclusions.

First, it was verified that information retrieval strategies vary
according to students’ personalities and cognitive patterns.

Second, it was found that information achievements vary
according to students’ personalities and cognitive patterns. In
particular, it was shown that the intuitive group retrieved
information more effectively than the sensitive group, the discreet
group than the impulsive group, and the field-independent group

than the field-dependent group.
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