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<Abstract>

A research on the importance of music education in an
adolescence

-focused on music education in school

Kang, Hea-Suk

Music Education Major
Graduate School of Education
Cheju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by professor Chang, Hong—Yong

Music is an art which expresses human thoughts and feelings through
musical notes. As an activity of aesthetic creation exclusive to humans,
art makes mankind more humane and noble. It is well known that
among several fields of art, music affects people’s emotions the
strongest by acting directly on those emotions.

Education is one of the most noble human activities which helps to
guide people in the right direction, so that they can lead quality lives.

Accordingly, music education is humanistic education through which
people can appreciate profound musical beauty, foster an ability to

express that beauty through music, cultivate character and purify the

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju
National University in partial fulfillment of requirements for the degree of Master of
Education in August, 2002.
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human spirit.

Music education in school is aimed at developing students’ potential
and creativity, allowing them to express their thoughts and feelings
through musical activities and helping them understand, love, and enjoy
music in a historical, social, and cultural context. Ultimately, its goal is

to make students whole persons by raising their quality of life.

In this paper, we studied music education in Korea and other
countries by reviewing prior papers and music related publications. We
examined the following musical theoretical aspects.

First, we examined the history of music education in foreign
countries, and then analysed music education during modern times in
Korea.

Secondly, we explored the theoretical backgrounds of music education
from the philosophical and aesthetic points of view.

Thirdly, we verified the importance and purpose of music education

and explored the functions of music from a therapeutic aspect.

Furthermore, in this paper, we focused our research on music
education in school rather than in society. We discovered some problems
with music education and offered solutions.

Music education in school is an activity that helps students enjoy
music and grow in a positive manner by providing them with proper
experiences and conditions under a proper program.

Music education should develop students’ musical potential and
creativity, helping them express their thoughts and feelings and become
whole persons by leading high quality lives.

Even though we know the importance of music education in school as

a tool for humanist and art education, college-admission-centered

_56_



education has driven the education system into focusing on a few
specific subjects which are believed to be essential for entering college.
Consequently, music education has been undervalued.

The social problem of juvenile delinquency may result from
college—admission—centered education system under which humanism and
emotional sentiment have been disregarded.

It is the younger generation who will lead the 21 century.

The current school education system which ignores humanism and
emotional sentiment has led students into selfishness and extreme
competition, which can be corrected by sound musical experiences and
proper music education in school.

It is time for us to eradicate the idea that one’s future depends solely
on entering a prestigious university.

We should try to transform high schools from "factories” producing
"commodities” for entering college into places for cultivating human
nature.

By doing so, school can play its own role in educating students.
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