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ABSTRACT

Formative Features of Women’'s Embroidered

Handicrafts of the Joseon Dynasty

Kwon Su-Yeon
Department of Clothing and Textiles
Graduate school of Jeju National University

Supervised by prof. Jang Hyun-Joo

Gyubang crafts refer to women's daily necessities craft such as Jumoni
(pouches), Bojagi (wrapping cloths), and other accessories made by women in
the Joseon Dynasty era, who were not able to freely go outside. Among these
crafts, embroidery handicrafts had the practicality of women'’s handicrafts as
well as decorative features. In addition, they were also a vehicle for the
thoughts and wishes of women who had spent most of their time inside
gyubang.

Recently, many countries have tried to develop cultural products from their
own unique culture. Korea also has had an increasing interest in developing
cultural products and many agencies or institutions have kept developing cultural
products. However, most of the products are reproduced goods made in China
with low quality and low price, which led to a damage of their reputation. Thus,
this study aims to investigate embroidery handicrafts of the Joseon Dynasty era
and to develop cultural products from a modern and practical viewpoint.

Through the second-hand study of books and museum collection books as
well as the first-hand study of relics in museums, 429 pieces of handicraft
embroidery were analyzed focusing on their colors, patterns, embroidery
methods, and decoration techniques. The findings of the study are the following:

The types of embroidery handicraft items included jumoni (pouches used
for carrying small objects), bojagi (clothes used for wrapping or covering
objects), and other accessories used for sewing or for other purposes. Most of
the handicrafts were jumoni (44.52%), followed by bojagi (16.78%) and other
accessories (38.70%). Jumoni seemed to be used a lot because there were no

pockets attached on Korean traditional costumes until a vest is introduced. Since
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people carry it with them all the time, various kinds of lucky symbols were
embroidered on jumoni.

The study of patterns used in embroidery handicrafts showed plant patterns
(20.37%) and animal and plant patterns (17.59%) had been greatly used. Flower
patterns or flower and butterfly patterns were used the most frequently because
flowers and butterflies may be the easily observable outside view from the
gyubang area. In addition, compound types using two or three patterns together
(30.55%) were used more frequently than an individual pattern used alone
(30.55%). It can be inferred that women tried to express various symbols at a
timeby using several patterns together rather than using only one pattern.

The study of the arrangement of the patterns showed that pictorial types
(56.67%) werethe most frequently used and dense types (42.16%) and sparse
types(1.17%) were followed. In the pictorial type, Shibjangsaeng (the ten
traditional symbols of longevity), flowers, orbutterflies were the most frequently
used while the dense type was mostly used in small items such as thimbles.
The sparse type was rarely used.

The study of materials used for embroidery showed that dahn(73.43%) was
used the most frequently, followed by silk (15.03%), cotton (5.59%), wool (4.9%),
Sa (0.70%), and linen (0.35%). Dahn, thick silk fabric, seemed to be suitable for
embroidery. Linen, sparse fabric, was rarely used although it was frequently
used for bojagi.

The study of stitches used in the relics of embroidery handicrafts showed
that satin stitch (69.90%) was the most frequently used, followed by outline
stitch (44.21%), French nut stitch (29.40%), satin and running stitch (25.69%),
long and short stitch (25.46%), double leaf stitch (19.91%), and so on. Satin
stitch seemed to be used a lot because it is easyto learn and to express various
things. Most of the embroidery handicrafts showed that more than one stitches
were used.

For both practical and decorative purposes, women's handicraft was attached
with strings (32.48%), string and maedeup (Korean knots) and tassel (18.98%),
string and tassel (12.04%). In addition to those, it was decorated with buttons,

goebul (an embroidered pouch), pepper made of fabric, and so on.

Key words: embroideredhandicrafts, Jumoni, Bojagi, other accessories
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