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[Abstract]

A Study on the Purchasing Activities of Junior high School Students in Jejudo

-With regard to purchasing clothes and shoes-—

Park, Gyeong-Sug

Social Studies Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Jeju National University

Jejudo, Korea

Supervised by Prof. Park, Yong-Kyung

The purpose of this study is to investigate the characteristics of junior high
school school students’ economic decisions in relation to purchasing clothes
and shoes and to propose some pedagogical implications for better economic
education which helps students make a better decision and right economic
choice. It focuses on analyzing the data about what affects students’
purchasing activities in terms of gender and region.

The research method for this study is based on the questionnaire. The
subjects are 700 students from 3 junior high schools in Jeju City and 3 junior
high schools in Seoguipo City. The collected data was analysed via SPSS
WIN program, t-test, one-way analysis of variance and Scheffe’s test.

The findings of this research can be summarized as follows:

First, when students buy clothes and shoes, their gender, grade and the
average time of daily watching TV have significant influence on their making
a economic choice. Male students are more easily affected by mass-media

than female students. Students in the higher grades are more easily affected
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by mass-media than students in the lower grades. They are highly positive
on commercials and talking with friends about purchasing products.

Second, the number of students with impulse purchasing and showy
purchasing are relatively low since students financially have to depend on their
parents.

Third, parents’ academic qualification, occupation and living standards affect
students’ purchasing activities in terms of quality, price and design of
products.  This result indicates that economic development and increasing
income have drawn some change of social and psychological status.

Fourth, a significant variable which affects students’ purchasing activities is
mass media including TYV. The research data shows that the time of
students’ watching TV  has high influence on the students’ purchasing
activities.

This research has drawn some pedagogical implications.

First, although students’ purchasing activities are limited, they have different
purchasing activities according to their age, gender and parents’
social-economic status. Specialized education about consumption, hence, is
needed for the students who have various purchasing characteristics.

Second, students need to improve their information use ability through
information education in order to choose valuable information about products
since they are exposed to unlimited commercials from mass-media such as
not only TV, magazines and radio, but also internet and mobile phones.

Third, the levels and contents of socialization related to students’ cognition,
attitude and behaviour in their junior high school days are very significant for
the future of national economics as well as individual life. Therefore,
wholesome economic education for junior high school students is urgently

needed in schools and societies as well as in family.
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