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Abstract

Women-Divers' Shamanism Performance (Jamsugoot) in Jeju Island:

A Case Study of the East Gymneoung Village

Quite a few cultures with regards to women-divers — called Jamsu in Jeju dialect —
have passed down to the present. Of the cultures, women-divers' shamanism performance
(Jamsugoot in Korean) is said a religious belief for women-divers themselves. The effort
to perform Jamsugoot and to preserve it can be said a religious act that has a great
attachment.

The aim of this thesis was to understand historical, social, and cultural meanings of the
women-divers' shamanism performance(Jamsugoot). In addition, it was aimed at
identifying the internal dynamics of Jamsugoot that presumably changes as time goes by.
To achieve the aim, this thesis looked at the Jamsugoot excercised at the East
Gymneoung village, which locates at Gujwa in North County of Jeju Island. The village
was selected for the study because the original forms of Jamsugoot, women-divers'
organization, and a chief shaman have been maintained. Four meanings of the East
Gymneoung village Jamsugoot were identified.

Firstly, the basic characteristic of the Jamsugoot is both an individual and community
rite. Secondly, the fact that the selection of the date for the performance of the Jamsugoot
considers a good time for diving indicates the Jamsugoot relates to their jobs. Thirdly, the
Jamsugoot represents wishes for no accident in sea, for catching a plenty of fishery
products, and for solidarity of community. Fourthly, four aspects are involved for the
Jamsugoot to succeed: (1) the existence of women-divers; (2) the maintenance of the
amount of fishery products caught by women-divers' organization; (3) fix of the date for

the Jamsugoot; and (4) the existence of a chief shaman.



Certain patterns were observed for the change of the Jamsugoot since the 1990s. The
exercise of the Jamsugoot was banned during the Japanese colonization and the
modernization period. However, the Jamsugoot has revived since the 1990s thanks to the
social mood that starts to pay attention to the traditional component of Jeju cultures. This
new wave has both positive and negative impacts on the Jamsugoot. The positive impact
is that traditional component of Jeju culture was shed a light and the new perception
emerged to see it as a treasure rather than to overthrow. On the other hand, the negative
impact involves threatening the pure form of the Jamsugoot because the performances
were watched in crowd, and, by those from the mainland and outside the village.
Women-divers have pondered upon how to preserve its form in as pure as possible.

This case study focusing upon Gymneoung Jamsugoot indicated the characteristics of
Jeju Jamsugoot in general in terms of meanings, forms, and importance. No clue about
the origin of Jeju Jamsugoot, it is presumed to have a long history when considering
women divers' history. Jeju Jamsugoot represents three meanings: (1) interrelationships
between occupational activity and religious rites; (2) playing a key role to succeed Jeju

community culture; and (3) extending the function of community rite.

Key words: women-divers' shamanism performance (Jamsugoot), historical meaning of

Jamsugoot, socio-cultural meaning of Jamsugoot, the change of Jamsugoot.
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