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Summary

A Study on Yeonjamae.and its Folksong in Jeju Island

Seung—tae Kim

In this paper, the writer makes an attempt to see the spirits and
the features of the ancient Jejudoians through Yeonjamae and its fo-
lksongs in Jeju Island.

In Jeju Island, Yeonjamae——a millstone, which is called “M=elgere
or "Melbange”, had been used for the purpose of grinding mian grains such
as Barley and Italian Millet. We do not know exactly when this kinds
of millstones was made, but surely it had much to do with the origin
of the Agricultural Age. ln the process of the grinding grains, warm-
hearted humanity of the ancient Jejudoins had been born and in the fo-
lksongs must there have been human sympathetic feelings the spirits
of cooperation among them, etc.

1. The millstone was mainly made of natural whistone only in Jeju
Island by a mutual loan club, and making * the upper stone ( & Y
which was assumed the truncated conics and which is the main part
of Yeonjamae was one of the most difficult works.

2. When the millstone made by mutual loan club members was carried
into and equipped in a mill, they sang " the song for carrying the
stone of Yeonjamae ( WotEZel=x#] )” in order to concentrate

their strength, cooperate and unite together.

3. One Yeonjamae equipped per 26 families was distributed more:

denssely in Jeju Island than in other main lind This fact is most likely
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to reflect the geogaphical characteristics mainly because Jejudoians
had comparatively done dry-field farming.

4. The work of Yeonjamae was, in general, divided into four different
types. The work with one ox (or a horse ) and more than two persons
was an ideal onme. And the size of Yeonjamae was decided by the
mount of grinding per hour, and generallythere are three types of this work.

5. Yeonjamae —songs belong to labor -songs and were sung by men and
women individually, interchangeably, and in chorus.

6. Yeonjamae-songs were sung by farmers whey they were grinding
grains in “Yeonjamae-gan”. This sort of songs had mainly to do
with the work itself, but partly to do with diligence and coopera-
tion of the workers. These songs were basically made up of 3-4 or

4-4 metre, but various metres were adopted in these Yeonjamae-songs.

7. Only some of Yeonjamae—songs are now transmitted, but many of them are mot,
because of the characteristic of the works —grinding grinding But partly
their melody and contents were sung with many other farm and labor mu-
sics cuch as “the song for treading on the field of Italian Millet.( &
dk=2c 2] )” or "woman-diver-Song(@ ] )? Sometimes other farm and
labor musics are adopted instead of Yeonjamae-songs.

Yeonjamae which contains joy and sorrows or human sympathetic fee-
lings, has already disappeared in this region, because of the rapid

growing modern civilization. And Yeonjamae—- songs are now doomed to
be disappeared. The writer thinks that Yeonjamae and its songs
should be survived before they will not completely disappear. The mi-

l1stone and its folksongs must be studied mext, being compared to those

of other regions for further study.
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