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<Abstract>

Educational Implications of ‘Torong’ in funeral-burial
service procedures on Jeju Island

Ko, Jung-ha

Korean Language Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Hyun, Seung—hwan

Humans receive death in comfort or with fear, according to their attitudes toward
death. Some people embrace religion, believing in life after death. They also prepare
their own shrouds and graveyards in advance, which represents their view of life
and death. Funeral-burial services, which involve all information on the world-view
as part of our traditional culture, include all procedures that are simulated processes
of departure between the deceased and their descendants.

The funeral services of Jeju Island have been recognized as rites of passage and
considered of importance. The method of dealing with the dead is burial on Jeju
Island, which is related to some primitive religion such as the theory of feng shui,
belief in mountains and ancestor worship. The deceased, not disconnected with their
descendants, provide happiness to them, according to the theory of feng shui. The
descendants, in return, conduct elaborate funeral services and these relations continue
for four generations.

Burial is divided into the first burial and the second one. The first burial is a

provisional burial, which is called “Torong’ on Jeju island. “Torong’ is derived from
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the notion that man consists of the body and the soul, and that man dies entirely
when the soul enters the other world. ‘Torong’ is a tentative burial during which
time the practitioner of feng shui tries to find out a good graveyard that can connect
the deceased with the descendants. The second burial is performed when a good
burial site is found by the practitioner.

‘Torong’ has been studied only partially, and no attempt has been made to
examine its educational implications. The practice of ‘Torong is now vanishing, so
studies of “Torong’ must be made to understand the aspects of Jeju Island’s culture.

This study investigates the transmitting pattern of the people on Jeju Island by
examining the situations, procedures and methods of 'Torong’ and the way it has
changed.

Funeral-burial services, which hold our national tradition and emotion, are
generally conducted on the basis of Confucianism. Confucianism defines funeral-burial
services as one of the four rites that people must go through during their lifetime.
Accordingly, the rites of Jeju Island does not differ greatly from those of the
mainland.

Jeju Island shows differences in that all the offspring are responsible for the
funeral rites. As a result, the property is evenly distributed to each of the offspring.
But the eldest son plays a leading role in the rites in Seogwipo and Namjeju-gun.

The departed soul is thought to pass through twelve doors to reach the other
world. While the soul is going to the other world, the previous behaviors of the
deceased and the devotion of the offspring are important, because they determine
whether the soul can enter the other world. When the soul cannot enter the afterlife,
it drifts about and enters some other person’s body, which causes misfortunes.

In order to be blessed by the deceased, descendants must spend much time in
finding a good graveyard. This process made ‘Torong’ generalized on Jeju Island,

which was influenced by the theory of feung Shui.
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Funeral-burial services are the procedures that have been devised to deal with
corpses, through which the living descendants find meaning of life and death and a
sense of belongingness as members of a family.

he burial rites include separateness, transition, and joining process, and ‘Torong’
belongs to the joining process. During this time, the soul of the deceased is
separated from the body, but not yet in the afterlife and it does not belong to the
domain of death. Death is complete when the second burial is performed after
finding a good graveyard.

On the basis of the traditional funeral-burial services of Jeju Island, the subject of
the Korean language can provide students with literary experiences, the subject of
ethics can teach filial duty and the subject of society can succeed to and develop the
good morals and manners. Accordingly, a positive interpretation of Confucianism and

education of funeral-burial services are now essential.

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education. Cheju
National University in partial fulfilment of the requirements for the degree of Master

of Education in February, 2004.
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