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— Summary —

A Study of Symbolic Words in Cheju Island Dialect

Yeong-hee Lee

This thesis is a study of the symbolic words in Cheju Island dialect, Symbolic
words are subcategorized into 1) word of sound imitation{onomatopoeias), 2) werd of
manner-imitationmimetic words), and 2) general vocabulary. This thesis dealt with
1) and 2).

I have collected characteristic words based on sound-symbolism, and surveved
them at the three aspects ; the matterial distribution of word-form construction and
signification, word-formation, and sound symbolism,

The word-form construction is divided into singular form and duplicated form,
and the sigular form is subdivided into complete singular form and suffixation form,
complete and incomplete in  the duplicated form. According to signification of
the symholic  words. they are distinguished by auditory, visual, tactual and other
several senses.

The main symbolic words in Cheju dialect cnsist of complete duplicated form,
Though there are mnot many characteristic onomatopoeias, many mimetic words
expressing a state of mind or speech acts are prominent. Mimetic words based on
tactual senses procreate various word feeling using phoneme substitution,

The symbolic words sytem of Cheju dialect owing to suffixation derivative are as
follow :

1 . symbolic adjective ; xhota, ~ xhota, xcita

2. symbolic verb : ~hota, - - heta, > kelita, wita, xtelta
syvmbolic noun D¢ 4. < wari, - sengl etc.

{ . svmbolic adverb non-original symbolic adverb® ; v i, ~Ki, ~ hokey

Some mimectic words are made by the connection of derivative suffix to the
stem of general vocabularies. Especially among the words expressing tasies and colors,
the various suffixes are used to huild up approvimate words group, The dominant
derivative suffix in that caze iz ‘-n’, Some peculiar mimetic words  result frcm
their suffix connmecting process, the neternpeneity of the dialect iteelf and the chane

of in the phoneme system,



Posse<sion of the /p/ makes the variaty of the vowel replacement, the destruction
of the vocal harmony intensifies the word-feeling. The aspects of the phoneme
replacement and lenthening the sound of the words makes the difference of word

-feeling and apporoximate words group,
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