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<Abstract>

A Study on Five Different Music Textbooks Published Under the Seventh
National Curriculum for Middle School Freshmen

—Comparison and Analysis of Choruses-

Ko, Seung-hee
Musical Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
Cheju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Lee, Chun—gi

In terms of music education of middle schools, choral education cultivates not

only students' musical ability but also a foundation for each individual's
personality development. It also plays a substantial role of emotional education.

Through chorus, students can learn how to restrain and express their feelings
in the process of creating regularity and beauty of tone colors. In addition, as a
basic musical activity to develop musical thoughts and expression, chorus
enables students to feel and learn beauty in harmony in daily lives and to
experience social activities based on harmony and mutual reliance among them.
Moreover, students are able to develop aesthetic sensitivity and cultivate stable
emotions through association with others. They can make themselves familiar
with harmony and balance and improve a cooperative spirit as people living in
society with others through choral education, so choral education can be
regarded as the most practical education.

In this respect, chorus is a kind of social education. It can be said that
chorus is located in the most important position in middle school education as a
basis of well-rounded education. The important role of choral education was
perceived and the necessity to study the choral education arose. It is choruses
recorded in music textbooks that are bases of textbooks for choral education.

Therefore, the purpose of this paper is to compare and analyze choruses in five
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different music textbooks for middle school freshmen and to examine whether
they reflect the 7th national curriculum properly.

In this paper, first, concepts and types of chorus were examined as
theoretical background.

Second, characteristics of adolescents were identified to consider the
adolescent period, and the importance of choral education in this period was
examined.

Third, the background of the 7th music curriculum amendment and its general
view were considered, and analysis was conducted on the purpose and meaning
of choral education on the basis of objectives and contents of music education.

Fourth, 46 choruses in textbooks were compared and analyzed in detail, and
they were classified into Korean songs, foreign songs, Korean folk songs, and
foreign folk songs. Their distribution, performance styles, tempos, forms, ranges
and tonality were shown by graph.

Finally, based on the analysis of the data, conclusions were drawn as the
following:

It is required to select choruses suitable for each composition so that choral
education can play its role of media for education. If students are required to
sing within too wide ranges and only harmony among too many voices 1is
emphasized, this education can create rejection against chorus. To be ideal
human beings, students have to experience chorus emotionally, mentally and
socially. For this purpose, it IS necessary to contain choruses which can form
creative human beings, refine their aesthetic senses and make emotions circulate
so that they can grow to harmonious men.

Therefore, it is expected that this paper can be a chance to conduct further
study on choral education in order to form truthful and harmonious personality of
adolescents who are physically and mentally in a transition period, and that

suitable music education can be conducted based on the further study.

% A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirement for the degree of Master of Education in

August 2007.
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