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SUMMARY

A Study on the Progressive Reform Measures

of the Current Burial System

WANG-S00 KANG

Department of Public Administration
Graduate School

Cheju National University

The main purpose of this study is to search for some reasonable
reform measures of the current burial system on the basis of a close
examination of the actual conditions and controversial points in our country.

Our country's total area occupied by graves is 998kw - 1% of the
whole territory assuming that the population is about 20 million and
increasing by 200,000 annually. So, it is anticipated that the number of
graves will increase rapidly up to 33 million - 1,400k’ occupying 1.4% of
the whole territory. More than 8 million - 40% of all graves - are presently
not under control. |

To cope with these conditions, I would like to present some reform
measures

First, the people’s consciousness of the burial system needs to be
changed. They should understand properly the theory of geomancy, reasonal
redevelopment of graves émd cremation.

Second, related administrative practices should be improved. We should
control the grave accounts in the registery and uncontrolled graves, and

positively suppress the number of private graves expanding into the public

_88—



cemeteries,

Third, the cremation system should be developed and encouraged. If
the cremation ground can be established in the same point of the charnel
house, it will be very convenient requiring new legislative and institutional
system like "Cremation Principle Law .

We should also develop the treatment methods of the incremated
remains of the human body supporting it administratively and financially.

With these suggestions, the reformation of people’s consciousness is
the most important question, People should understand the controversial
issues and injurious effect upon society by the grave sites encroaching on
additional territories and an increasing sympathy for cremation. So leaders
in various leisurely societies should take the initiative in breaking down
fixed ideas of propitious sites and veneration of ancestor’s for happiness
and prosperity with efforts to recognize the cremation method properly for

the effective use of our national territory.
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