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<Abstract>

The Study of '"Maihime" Written by Mori Ogai
-Characteristics of Reading Chinese Characters

and their Phonetic Transcription-

Chun-hwa Choi

Department of Japanese Literature
Graduate School of Cheju National University

Supervised by Professor Sung-bong Kim

After reviewing phonetic notations of Chinese characters in the book Maihime (¥ i),
which was written by the famous Japanese modern writer Mori Ogai (#RF551), we
found that there was no direction on how to read the Chinese characters in the first
edition. As a result, the Chinese character pronunciation in Japanese varied by edition
and also mistranscribed copies were distributed. Therefore, the research on how to
correctly read Chinese characters in Maihime should involve comparing its seven
editions. Transcription of Chinese characters in Kana and Okurigana significantly differs
in transcription among copies.

When reading the transcriptions, it is necessary to consider Okaii's literary style, the
context of the story and to read his other books published during the same period in
order to figure out the intention of the author. Looking at the transcription method,
Chinese characters in Maihime require notes and are not familiar to modern readers.
This is viewed as a product of the author's long period study of Chinese literature.
However, abstruse expressions using Chinese characters keep subtle balance with his
tender writing style, creating fluent and elegant sentences and maintaining its classical
nobility.

As to borrowed words, Mori Okaii tried to refrain from the use of idioms and Ategy
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(»T%), in which borrowed words are represented in Chinese characters. He also
adopted only four translated words in his novel despite its exotic mood and the several
newly coined words in the story itself. That shows that he is proud of his mother
tongue language.

The style in Maihime is classical and uses Chinese characters in the typical style; on
the other hand, it is soft and elegant in its selective avoidance of Chinese letters and
its free use of borrowed words. The novel Maihime, which is called a cardinal point in
the literature of Mori Okaii, is a landmark in the nascent stage of Meiji Period
Literature. The novel is not only an unprecedented piece of intellectual literature, but
also a masterpiece of modern literature. The genre can often be overly-romanticist, and
it focuses on humans who become aware of their self-consciousness. Hence, more
studies and reviews on how to read Chinese characters in the novel Maihime need to

be carried out.
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