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<Abstract>

Study of Heroines’ Personalities in Park Wan-Seo’s novels

Jung, Ae-Kyoung

Korean Education Major

Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Cheju, Korea

supervised by Professor Ahn, Seong—Soo

This study is an analysis of heroines’ personalities in Park Wan-Seo‘s
novels. Hes novels Bare tree; , "You, have you still been in a dream?; ,
You who are too much lonely; and [That man’s house; were published
at intervals of 10 years and were the texts used in this study. The research
examines directions that women should follow after renewing and
reestablishing Korean women's identity through Park Wan-Seo‘s novels.

With this aim, the author took advantage of Seymour Chatman’s "paradigm
of characteristics” analysis techniques and selected paradigm classification as
the criteria for judging personalities to integrate and systematize characteristics
that are "relatively stable and lasting personal qualities”.

From the result of this research, the heroine of ['Bare tree; , I-Kyoung
was analyzed as an "iron hand in a velvet glove” character type, Cha

Moon-Kyoung of TYou, have you still been in a dream?; was considered as
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challenging and obtaining type, 'she’, the heroine in [You who are too much
lonely; was the sympathetic type and 'I’, heroine of = TThat man’s house;
was analyzed as the passive/receptive type. Whether or not characters become
a distinct example that is free from the influence of one another was checked
by comparing the ways of creating heroines’ personalities and the features of
personality patterns in these four works. Thus it was concluded that heroines’
personalities of Park Wan-Seo’s novels are not independent but have a format
in which some parts or the whole of the four character patterns are mixed or
amalgamated. These facts can be seen as proof that her characters were
materialized from the examples of Korean women in the traditional contexts.
Therefore Park Wan Seo suggests a desirable image of women in her own
way through developing female images in her novels through cynical
characteristics with full wvitality, an egoistic woman of lofty bearing, a
fainthearted and sympathetic woman and romantic and super-egoistic
characteristics. In other words, it can be said that the author pursues a
progressive human ideal in which people adapt to the new environment of the

times, while admitting given conditions and conservative traditions.

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of
Education in August, 2006
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