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(Abstracty

A Study on how to use newspapers in moral

education to develop morality*

---Focusing on 6th graders at elementary schools—--

Kim, Kwang-Rae

National Ethics Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Cheju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Yang, Bang-Joo

The ultimate aim of moral education is to develop morality and to
cultivate  moral sensitivity which will lead our pupils to live their social
lives easily while getting along with others.

Therefore, through this thesis I will suggest how to use newspaper articles
in moral education for the purpose of teaching Ethics more effectively in
accordance with today’s active open classes. This teaching method will help
the children (1) to actively learn what is right or wrong, and to think more
critically and act morally at all times (2) to realize what their personal
moral values are and lead their moral lives.

First of all, by making a fhorough examination of great authors’ works on
Newspaper in Education(NIE) and how it is related to the importance of
value judgment. I have checked whether NIE is a right method for teaching
Ethics in an elementary school. Next. I have analyzed the 6th grade

curriculum for Ethics at elementary schools. selectiing teaching points

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education,
Cheju National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the

degree of Master of Education in August, 1998,
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according to both ‘units’ and ‘parts’. These points will direct the pupils’
thoughts and effort in the selection of necessary articles in order that they
can choose articles appropriate for moral education classes by themselves and
with ease. Whenever we as teachers can find time to spare. we can put
together the chosen articles according to the classifying standards and the
given course. Therefore, we can use them as teaching materials to draw
students’ attention in the beginning steps. along which some problematic
topics are presented as well as for materials for discussion in the developing
steps of the class. In addition, I will illustrate what questions to ask as a
teacher and how to provide answers in order to make the class active.
Finally T will actually design a NIE teaching plan to use as an example.

By joining me when they are free before the beginning of class every
morning., the students have shown their interest in working with me to
make these materials more useful for NIE classes. Moreover, with this as a
turning point, they have become more interested in the subject of Ethics and
have been able to study by themselves. which is encouraged under the
Korean educational system these days, as well as thier active discussions in
class which lead them to express their opinions clearly.

By the way. we should always take good care to teach children to think
and act morally who have difficulty telling good from bad. These children are
apt to imitate other people’s bad conduct or crime: reported in the daily
paper and they are easily absorbed in such sections as entertainment (TV/

Movies), sports, which both are against our obove intention.
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