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<abstract>

The study of cognition appeared
in Kim Soo-Young’s poems
= On the focus of the type and the aspect

Kang, Young-Gi

Korean Language and Literature
Gaduate School
Cheju National University
Cheju, Korea
Supervised by Professor Kim, Byung-Taek

There are various aspects in Kim Soo-Young’'s poetic world, such as
self-reliance, love, recovery of humanity, freedom, honesty. The basis of this
poetic world is “cognition of reality”. Kim Soo-young’s cognition of reality is
not so much recipient and positive as exclusive and negative. From this
viewpoint some people limit his poetry as “participation-oriented poem”, but
there are too many individual facts to conclude his poems  as
“participation-oriented poem”. That is, Kim Soo-Young includes “We” expressing
strongly “I”, and he doesn’t give up “I" expressing “We”. From this viewpoint
we can call Kim Soo-Young as a poet who has a unique personality in our
history of poetic literature. However, in strict meaning, true value and historic
significance of Kim Soco-Young’s poems must be considered through not only

his poetry itself, but his followers’ poetic achievement, because, in other
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meaning, Kim Soo-Young’'s poetic world didn’t reach to the stage of completion
but an unfinished thing entered into the orbit of the stage of completion. Now, I
will summarize and arrange the contents of his poetry dealt with the type and
the pattern of the cognition of reality appeared in his poems according to the
result of the analysis through my thests.

1) The type of “cognition of reality” appea}ed iﬁ his poems is divided into
“cognition of reality” through the participation in society and “cognition of
reality” through the experience in actual life.

Participation in society is achieved for gaining political freedom. The cognition
appears through the mediation by things like pictures and books and by the
natural thing like skylark. The reason of the participation in society is gaining
political freedom, because idealized thought of revolution, ideal freedom, ideal
consciousness of strife are directly expressed in his poems presented about the
time of 4 - 19.

What we can know about the type of cognition through the experience in
actual life is that his consciousness from the early stage of his writing to the
latter part of the stage is based on “grief”. The figuration of loneliness related
to internal and external circumstances through the experience in actual life is
expressed in his poetic literature.

2) The word appeared most frequently among words appeared in his poems of
the early stage is “see properly”. Through this “seeing properly” he finds
falsehood about the world and gains will of the resistance against the world
achieving his ego’s truth.

3) If we consider Kim Soo-Young's poems in chronological order of writing,
“grief” is important motif in his poems written from the early and the middle of
1950s. The basis of “grief” is in our history about the time of Korean War. In

extreme tragedy broken down the limit of human spirit "grief” couldn’t help



appearing remarkably to Kim Soo-Young who is innately indifferent to other
things except his own work.

4) To him reality is the place where stifled things cannot bear to see through
eyes happen, 24 hours of our conscience becomes the continuity of the torture.
What he chose was freedom to overcome the pain of conscience at that time.
This freedom is Kim Soco-Young’s cognition about the real circumstances. He
thinks freedom as poetic, political ideal, writes about conditions that prevent its
achievement, and it also interested in political,v sociél circumstances as the base
that presents human concrete life. That is, if the real circumstance is violent and
power-oriented, it means that freedom has to risk its life in front of the power.
So we can know that this kind of ‘free willl is based on the
participation-oriented poems written about the time of 4 - 19.

5) The meaning of “enemy” appeared in Kim Soo-Young’s poems can be Kim
Soo-Young himself, be everything of his contemporary age that presses down
freedom. That is, the meaning of “enemy” can be considered as destroyer of
history, obstacle that disturbs honest society and whole social, cultural idols that
cannot be justified.

6) Kim Soo-Young's attitude toward life of the lower middle class is based
on honesty. He is a member of the lower middle class if we consider the given
political circumstances of 1960s. He is trying to overcome and match the real
circumstances though he accepts them. What he recognizes contemporary historic
hardship that never avoids the pain and the agony through his poems is the
evidence that he overcomes his attitude of the lower middle class.

7) Love appeared in his poems is a great idea that can bind human life of the
world. That is, love is the direction of life. Its object includes from the
individual dimension to whole human dimension, and plays a role that makes

“enemies” into “brothers” including the difference between culture and ideology.



This love is the characteristic of the contents in his poems of the latter stage.
As this, Kim Soo-Young’s cognition of the real life appears as the
experimentation and transfiguration and as the struggle for social justice.
Because he had an ability to create continuously new poetic world through the
struggle against himself, he could reach the stage of matured poetic world like
“Love Variation” from the modernistic complexity and the leap in his poems of
the early stage to the stage of sudden change after 4 - 19.

Therefore Kim Soo-Young transfigured his poems through the cognition of
reality, and we can say that this figuration played a role to promote the level of

our modern poetry to a higher level.
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